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The Warrant Committee, by a vote of 7 in favor and 2 opposed, voted to recommend approval of 
the Select Board and Dog Control Bylaw Committee article to amend the existing Dog Control 
bylaw.

The Warrant Committee, by a vote of 7 in favor and 2 
opposed, voted to recommend approval of the Select Board and Dog Control Bylaw Committee 
article to amend the existing Dog Control bylaw. 

The Select Board appointed a Dog Control Bylaw Committee in the fall of 2022. The Committee 
developed recommendations and presented their recommendations at a public hearing in 
September 2023. The Select Board have accepted the recommendations of the Committee and are 
proposing to change the current Dog Control Bylaw.

 The warrant article proposes that every dog must be on a leash or restraint no more than seven 
(7) feet in length. It removes the phrase “or is attended by a person able to properly control its 
actions which has been commonly referred to as “voice control.” The proposed bylaw will also 
introduce a limit of five (5) dogs that can be walked at a time.

 Anyone wishing to take their dog off leash would be able to do so in Select Board designated areas 
which they will control. At this time the off leash areas proposed include behind Wheelock, the 
North Field at the Medfield State Hospital, and the areas across from the hospital referred to as 
the sledding hill area. The Select Board will review the off leash locations periodically throughout 
the year.

 The proposed changes to the Dog Control Bylaw do not address all of the issues that have been 
identified from the work of the Dog Bylaw Control Committee. The Warrant Committee believes 
this is a good first step in addressing the bylaw and looks forward to reviewing future 
recommendations of the Dog Control Bylaw Committee.

The minority expressed concern that the article is overly 
broad in its approach and consideration is needed to focus on specific areas of concern throughout 
the town.  The minority expressed a belief that it should only focus on the specific problem areas 
such as the State Hospital.

While the minority believes the article and the work of the committee is commendable and their 
efforts greatly appreciated for the concerns of citizens in town, the proposed changes ultimately 
end up painting a broad brush of change to the entire town rather than addressing key areas of 
concern. The minority would recommend the committee take a more surgical approach to 
correcting the wording in the bylaws for major areas of concern that would also allow for the 
enablement of more effective enforcement. 


